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Introduction

Steward’s (1938) thesis on Basin-Plateau Aboriginal Sociopolitical Groups has been a
cornerstone for theories of evolutionary change and models of prehistoric hunter - gatherer
adaptations throughout the world. Although published almost six decades ago, this work continues
to exert considerable influence on how archaeologists interpret the archaeological record of hunters
and gatherers and apply those interpretation to questions of evolutionary change. Thomas (1996)
has noted that this continued applicability of the so-called Steward’s model, which he tested against
the archaeological of the Reese River Valley (Thomas, 1973), is perhaps because Steward, like the
ethnoarchaeologists of today, addressed those aspects of hunter-gatherer adaptations (patterns of
settlement and subsistence) which were more likely to be recorded in the archaeological record and
most directly applicable to archaeological theories of evolutionary processes. It is little wonder,
then, why archaeologists continue to use Steward’s model of Western Shoshone life ways as a
direct analog of prehistoric hunters and gatherers. Catherine Fowler (1982a) has reviewed and
evaluated the ethnographic base from which Steward derived his settlement and subsistence
modn,l She concludcd thdt d] thouoh StEW’ird Uenerdhzed model of ethnographic adamdu(ms was




Service 1962:94-99; Thomas 1973). Archaeology is poised to play a pivotal role in such cultural
contact studies as it provides not only a temporal baseline that spans both prehistory and history, _
but also the means to study the processes of cultural change (Lightfoot1995; Spores 1980; Trigger
1986; Wilson and Rogers 1993) . Through comparing and evaluating what is known from the
archaeological, ethnographic and historic records of the Beatty and Belted Range Shoshone
perhaps we can gain an insight to the changes that occurred in their adaptive systems during
ethnohistoric times and relate those changes to processes of cultural evolution.

Steward (1940, 1951) recognized and evaluated the acculturation of the Western Shoshone
into the newly developing American society. He (Steward, 1951) argued that this sociocultural
integration occurred in different levels of society rather than on the society as a whole. According
to Steward (1951:133) the “Western Shoshone were spared the more crucial difficulties
experienced by Indians who had a fairly tightly-woven fabric of community culture.” With their
hunting and gathering resources partly destroyed, acculturation consisted primarily of
incorporating wage labor and some material culture (dress, housing, transportation, food, etc.)
into their existing nomadic life style. However, the Western Shoshone retained many beliefs
pertaining to kinship relations, child rearing, shamanism, supernatural powers and magic, and
recreation. Steward (1951:134) argued thatef







first decade of the 20" Centiyry,, mine8f7.5. % Chers had throughly inhabited Oasis Valley and 1t
was during that time that the Ogwe “pi pattern of exploiting resources on the mesas from Qasis
Valley appears to have ceased, or at least become insignificant.

Based on central place foraging models (Orians and Pearson 1979), one would predict that
the Ogwe “pi should have utilized the pinyon patches in the nearby Grapevine Range or Timber

Mountain, rather than those on Pahute and Rainier mesas due to the high costs of transporting the
bulky pinyon nuts to Oasis Valley. Steward’s (1938:95-97) informants, in fact, indicate that the
Ogwe “pi would occasionally exploit these nearer resource patches whenever the pinyon crops on
Pahute and Rainier mesas were insufficient. With the increasing availability of wage labor and
other resources, due to the presence of historic American populations in Oasis Valley, the relative
costs of transporting winter stores from the mesas to Oasis Valley would have increased.
Although the continuation of the Eso pattern well into the middle of the 20™ Century could be
viewed as due to the Shoshone taking refuge in the Belted Range region, it instead may be due to
the fact that the Ogwe “pi had to abandon their seasonal forays to the mesas: whereas. the Eso




